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The chronology, owing, perhaps, to careless copyists, is frequently faulty,1
and the haphazard arrangement of some of the chapters or sections is con-
fusing.2 The author makes a surprising blunder when he states that Baghdad
surrendered to Nadir when he besieged it for the second time, after the defeat
and death of Topal 'Osnaan Pasha.3 Notwithstanding these defects, this work
is one of the most important contemporary sources for Nadir's early career,
and it is to be regretted that it stops short with his accession to the throne
in 1736. It has the appearance of having been written quite independently
of the Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri.

IV.   SHAIKH  MUHAMMAD   'AH  HAZIN.

The Tadhkiratu'l-Ahwal* of Shaikh Hazin is an important contribution
to the history of the era of Nadir Shah, as the author was one of the few men
of culture and literary taste who lived in, and survived, those troubled times.5

The Shaikh has much to say of the devastation and ruin which Nadir
brought upon the country of which he had been, at first, the saviour. It
was, in fact, his distress at seeing the manner in which the Persian people
were oppressed that made him decide to leave Persia for India in 1734. *
Although a partisan of the legitimate Safavi line, he praised Nadir's prowess
as a military leader, and his version of the Indian invasion is not unfair to the
conqueror. The Shaikh's descriptions of Nadir's battles are not of the slightest
value. He did not witness any of the fighting of which he wrote; being
anything but a warrior, he always found some excuse to absent himself whenever
a clash of arms seemed imminent.

No biographical details of Shaikh Hazin are given here, because they can
be found in R C. Belfour's English translation of the Ahwal. 'Abdul-Karim
Kashmiri, the author of the Bayan-4-Waqi* (see Section V below) and
Sayyid Ghulain lEusain Khan Tabatabai, who wrote the Siytwu'l-Muta'akh-
kMrin, have utilised the Ahwal to some extent in the preparation of their
respective works.

1 Several of the dates relating to the Afghan wars are two or even three years out, and in some
places, in the late Professor Browne's manuscript (No. G. 15 in A Descriptive Catalogue of
the Oriental MSS. belonging to the late E, G. Browne . . . Cambridge, 1932) blanks have been
left where dates should have been inserted. This MS. is far more legible than the one in the
British Museum (O.R. 3498).

1 For example, a detailed account of the revolt of Mir Wais and the Afghan vroxs follows the chapter
devoted to the assembly on the Mughan plain and Nadir's accession.

* See fed. 217 (b).

* The Persian text was edited by F. C. Belfour and published in London in 1831.

* Lutf 'All Beg Adhar, the author of the Ata$h-Kadat in the portion of that work entitled Ahwal-

i-Mu'asirin (Conditions of Contemporaries),, remarks upon the lack of literary men and
poets during this epoch : he says, " The suspicion of the soul and the disordered state (of
affairs) are such that no one is in the mood to read poetry or to write it,"
9 See F. C. Belfour's English translation of the Ahwal, entitled The Life of Shaikh Mohammed
AH Hazin, page 251, Belfour, in the preface to his translation, quotes (on pages v and vi)
some lines from 'Abdul-Karim's Bayan-i-Waqi't which he translates as follows: " An
illustrious person has observed that the language of the Sheikh on this subject is not worthy
of attention, because they (Nadir Shah and he) were enemies to each other, and the venerable
Sheibii from feax of him (Nadir Shah), honoured India as the place of his retirement." The
identity of this " illustrious person " is not disclosed.